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Orlando Grant 
Orlando Grant has been the Project Director 
for the Cleveland Central Weed and Seed 
Initiative since 2005. Over that time he has 
secured over 1.3 million dollars in funding for 
his Weed and Seed Community and partnering 
agencies. Crime in his area has reduced 
61% over the last two years with over 1000 
additional arrests made in the target area. 
Orlando was selected to participate in the 
first specialized training at Southern New 
Hampshire University. Since 2007, Orlando 
has served as a site mentor to new site 
coordinators and newly funded sites on how to 
effectively implement their strategy.

Donna Griffin 
In 2003, Donna Griffin, joined the Philadelphia 
Weed & Seed Project as a Site Coordinator for 
West Philadelphia’s 16th/19th Police District. 
Today as Director, Donna coordinates activities 
between community stakeholders, federal, 
state and local government agencies, and is 
responsible for fund development and staff 
management of three sites in West and North 
Philadelphia.

David S. Haiman 
David S. Haiman is a principal and co-founder 
of Movement Matters. David’s experience 
of over a decade in community organizing, 
fundraising, and non-profit management has 
helped Movement Matters to develop into 
an effective and dynamic capacity building 
organization. David also serves as trainer 
and facilitator for groups ranging from 
NeighborWorks America to the Social Action 
and Leadership School for Activists (SALSA). 
He trains on a variety of topics related to 
community organizing and social justice, 
including: Developing Cultural Capacity, 
Community Organizing for Policy Change, 
Leadership Development, and Equitable 
Community Development. In addition to these 
training roles, David is also an adjunct faculty 
member at the Catholic University School of 
Social Work, where he teaches community 
organizing and provides site supervision for 
students doing their field study in community 
organizing. David received his Master’s Degree 
in social work and public policy from the 
University of Michigan, and was a community 
organizer through the VISTA program in the 

Phoenix area in Arizona. David is fluent in 
spoken and written English and proficient in 
spoken and written Spanish.

Edmund W. Hennessy 
Edmund W. Hennessy is Executive Director 
of Operation Weed & Seed – St. Louis, Inc., a 
not-for-profit organization that oversees three 
sites. Ed began his nonprofit and public service 
work in Los Angeles as Director of Programs 
and Business Enterprises at Chrysalis, an 
agency dedicated to helping homeless and 
economically disadvantaged individuals attain 
self-sufficiency through employment. Ed also 
managed operations at downtown Business 
Improvement Districts, assisting business and 
property owners to improve their communities 
through Clean and Safe programs, marketing 
and economic development. Ed also has 
experience in commercial real estate and 
property management, human resources 
administration and corporate training.

Norena Henry 
Norena Henry is a Policy Specialist in the 
Community Capacity Development Office 
(CCDO) and carries the Youth, Tribal Affairs and 
Community Policing portfolio. She is a graduate 
of Dartmouth College where she earned her 
B.A. in history. Ms. Henry is a member of the 
Navajo Nation. She is of the AWater Edge 
People@ (maternal clan) and born for the 
AMany Hogans People@ (paternal clan).

Kelly Hill 
Kelly Hill is a political scientist and applied 
researcher whose work focuses on the issues 
that matter to metropolitan communities. 
She currently works as a Senior Research 
Specialist for Emory University’s Office of 
University-Community Partnerships where 
she has contributed to a range of research 
themes, among them prisoner re-entry, 
community building and regional equity. 
As a consultant, Kelly teaches courses 
and workshops on topics including urban 
governance, neighborhood change, civic 
and community engagement and youth 
development. Her independent research 
explores how local communities engage the 
policy process to address social inequity in 
cities.  Kelly Hill holds a bachelor’s degree 
from Clark Atlanta University and a Ph.D. from 
Emory University, both in political science.
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C. Howie Hodges 
Howie Hodges serves as Senior Vice 
President of Business Development and 
Government Affairs. He works to steward 
relationships with existing funders, develop 
new partnerships, and engage municipal 
and federal government in One Economy’s 
Bring IT Home America campaign. Howie 
has a wealth of experience in business 
development, community and economic 
development lending, financial consulting, 
and governmental policy issues. Prior to 
joining One Economy, Howie founded and 
ran a very successful consulting firm and 
served as a senior political appointee in 
the U. S. Commerce Department during the 
Clinton Administration before going on to 
Bank of America, where he was a Senior Vice 
President. Howie serves on the board of 
Zions Community Investment Corporation, 
a specialized lender that invests and 
makes loans to businesses in economically 
disadvantaged communities. Howie has a JD 
from University of Pittsburgh and a BA from 
Morehouse College.

LaShawn M. Hoffman 
LaShawn M. Hoffman is one of Atlanta’s 
most distinguished young civic leaders. 
An 8-year resident of the city’s southwest 
neighborhoods, Mr. Hoffman lives and 
works in Atlanta’s historic Pittsburgh 
community. He currently serves as Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of the Pittsburgh 
Community Improvement Association, 
Inc. a neighborhood-based community 
development corporation. With more than 
10 years of active service to Atlanta’s local 
and regional organizations, Mr. Hoffman has 
built an exceptional record of experience 
and leadership. He is a former chair of 
Neighborhood Planning Unit-V, which serves 
the Southwest area of Atlanta. Reflecting his 
strong commitment to economic development 
in Atlanta, Mr. Hoffman also served on 
many community boards and county panels 
including the Fulton County Community 

Development Block Grants Citizens Review 
Panel, the Mayor’s Office Weed & Seed 
program, and the Atlanta Housing Association 
of Neighborhood-based Developers (AHAND). 
A long-time champion of public safety he 
created a “Best Practice Community Safety 
Plan” that has been adopted and implemented 
by several Atlanta neighborhoods. Mr. 
Hoffman is more than a community resident; 
he is a community advocate, leader and 
friend. He brings the energy, experience, and 
talent needed to help make Atlanta a safer, 
cleaner, place.

Debra Hohle 
Debra Hohle has been with the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in the Southern District of Texas, 
Corpus Christi Division since 1990. She has 
had the pleasure of sitting as the Chair of the 
Weed and Seed Steering Committee for all 
three sites established in the area.

Erin Holbert 
Erin Holbert is a Management and Program 
Analyst with the Community Capacity 
Development Office (CCDO). Ms. Holbert 
provides guidance in the development of 
program policies and management of grant 
operations, systems, and procedures for 
the establishment of efficient and effective 
program operations for the CCDO. During Ms. 
Holbert’s tenure with the OJP, she has served 
as a Program Manager and Supervisor. Ms. 
Holbert provided policy, programmatic, and 
fiscal oversight of drug and crime prevention 
grant programs and supervised staff that 
served in that capacity. Ms. Holbert received 
her Bachelors of Business Administration 
Degree from Ohio University.
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Shawn D. Jackson Sr. 
Shawn began his training, speaking, and 
consulting company while working in a school 
district in suburban Atlanta. He did his 
research and began training organizations 
throughout the United States when he 
realized there was a continental divide 
between adults and youth influenced by 
rap music. “Brightening the future through 
communication” is the motto for his company, 
The Jaxsun Group. Shawn is the author of 
the informational guide book Is Rap Music 
Poison and the nation’s premier trainer in 
utilizing Hip-Hop culture as a communications 
medium. His involvement and participation in 
Hip-Hop culture spans over 30 years, he uses 
his 15 years in law enforcement and 6 years 
experience as a youth counselor to bridge 
the adult/youth communication divide. As a 
father of three children and grandfather, he 
uses his knowledge of Hip-Hop culture in his 
personal life. He teaches adults and youth gang 
awareness, peer pitfalls, life skills, and conflict 
resolution throughout the country.

Patricia C. Jessamy 
Patricia Coats Jessamy was appointed State’s 
Attorney for Baltimore City, Maryland in 
February 1995 and won elections in 1998, 
2002, and 2006. Mrs. Jessamy oversees 400 
employees, including over 200 prosecutors 
and 200 professional, paraprofessional, and 
support staff.  She began her legal career 
in Mississippi in 1974 and practiced law in 
Michigan and Missouri before her admission 
to the Maryland Bar in 1985. Mrs. Jessamy has 
received national recognition for her public 
service efforts and has worked to address 
issues of witness intimidation, identity 
theft, and human trafficking. She has also 
been honored by numerous legal and civic 
organizations.

Barbara Floyd Jones 
Barbara Floyd Jones has more than eighteen 
years of experience in the housing and 
community development field. Ms. Jones 
currently serves as a NeighborWorks® 
America program manager focused on 
local foreclosure prevention efforts. In this 

capacity, she works with district staff, local 
and national partners to produce a variety of 
foreclosure prevention outreach efforts. In 
addition to managing foreclosure prevention 
efforts, Barbara assists with managing two 
national foreclosure prevention ad campaigns. 
Ms. Jones holds a Master’s degree from Johns 
Hopkins University with a concentration 
in Public Administration. She also holds a 
Bachelor’s degree from Johnson & Wales 
University with a concentration in Marketing. 

Brian Kauffman 
Brian Kauffman is currently the Executive 
Director of the Western Community Policing 
Institute a nationally recognized community 
policing and homeland security training 
institute. Brian has over twenty years in 
law enforcement and public safety serving 
as a police and corrections training expert 
and Lieutenant and Captain with Oregon 
Department of Public Safety Standards and 
Training. Brian has trained thousands of 
representatives across the nation. Brian 
has a Bachelors of Science in Management 
and Communication from Western Baptist 
College, a Master’s degree in Education from 
Oregon State University (OSU) and is currently 
completing his PhD in leadership from OSU.

Brian Kazy 
Brian Kazy, a neighborhood resident of Weed 
and Seed for 40 years, has been the Project 
Coordinator for the Detroit Shoreway Weed 
and Seed Initiative in Cleveland, Ohio, since 
2002. Brian has an extensive resume working 
with offenders from both the Cuyahoga 
County Juvenile Court as well as the Court 
of Common Pleas. Brian is a master at 
neighborhood community events. His Weed 
and Seed site currently holds four major 
events per year attended by over 500 
residents at each event. Known for “thinking 
outside the box”, Brian is a graduate of 
Bowling Green State University.
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Patricia Kimball 
Patricia Kimball is the Director of Community 
Development for Volunteers of America 
Northern New England and in this role, has 
overseen three countywide rural Weed and 
Seed site since 2001. Ms Kimball has 20 years 
experience working in a variety of capacities 
within nonprofit organizations, from direct 
service provision to grants management 
and administration to community organizing 
and coalition building. Ms Kimball holds an 
MA in Human Services Administration from 
Springfield College and recently completed an 
MS in Community Economic Development from 
Southern New Hampshire University.

John Lehner 
John Lehner, President and Lead Consultant 
of the Non-profit For-profit Resource 
Development (NFR) Corporation, has over 30 
years of public and private sector experience 
in community organizing, neighborhood 
planning and development, housing, and social 
enterprise business development. Mr. Lehner 
works with organizations to identify strategies 
for financing, funding, and collaborating to 
ensure long term sustainability and growth. 
Mr. Lehner is an approved consultant/
instructor for NeighborWorks™, an adjunct 
professor at Southern New Hampshire 
University, and has been a guest instructor 
for the Regional Neighborhood Network, 
the Federal Home Loan Bank, the Indiana 
Department of Commerce, Associations of 
Realtors, and Freddie Mac.

Miguel Leon 
Originally from Mexico City, Miguel Leon came 
to the U.S. at a young age and grew up in 
East Los Angeles, California. Miguel attended 
UCLA where he received his B.A. in Sociology 
and Latin American Studies. After UCLA, 
Miguel developed/implemented community-
based and school-based mentoring programs 
throughout L.A. with Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Greater Los Angeles. Miguel recently 
became part of the staff of L.A. Mayor 
Antonio R. Villaraigosa. Miguel is part of the 
Mayor’s Office of Gang Reduction and Youth 
Development and oversees the city’s gang 
reduction initiative in Boyle Heights, Ramona 
Gardens, Lincoln Heights and El Sereno.

Stephanie LoConto 
Stephanie LoConto is a Senior Policy Advisor 
in the SMART Office for DOJ’s Office of 
Justice Programs. Prior to joining the SMART 
Office, Ms. LoConto served as an Assistant 
Attorney General in the District of Columbia. 
Ms. LoConto was also a Staff Attorney at the 
National District Attorneys’ Association, and 
was a Law Clerk to the Honorable William 
Cowin of the Massachusetts Appeals Court. 
Ms. LoConto received her B.A., summa 
cum laude, from Boston College, and her 
J.D. from Boston University School of Law. 
A Massachusetts native, Ms. LoConto is a 
member of the Massachusetts and District of 
Columbia bars.

Reginald McCaskill
Reginald D. McCaskill is the Director of 
the Northwest Piedmont Service Corps. 
He has served as Program Director for the 
past 18 years and has been able to grow 
this fledging “project” in to a full-service 
program serving at-risk young men and 
women of the Northwest Piedmont area and 
its neighboring counties. Reginald is a 1985 
graduate of Winston-Salem State University 
where he majored in Political Science with a 
concentration in Public Administration 
and a minor in Music. He is currently pursuing 
his Masters in Leadership at Grand 
Canyon University.

Ian McCurdy 
Mr. McCurdy is a resident of suburban 
Philadelphia. He attended Dickinson College, 
majoring in International Studies and German. 
He spent his junior year abroad in Bremen, 
Germany. He attended the Dickinson School 
of Law, graduating in 2002. Mr. McCurdy 
interned with the Delaware County District 
Attorney while in law school. This sparked 
his interest in law enforcement. Since 
graduating, he has worked as an Assistant 
District Attorney, prosecuting cases ranging 
from petty crime to homicides. Mr. McCurdy 
is an avid runner and has completed four 
marathons. He is active with the Boy Scouts 
and is an Eagle Scout.
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Raymundo G. S. Mendoza 
Raymundo G. S. Mendoza received his 
bachelor of science degree with honors 
in political science from the University of 
California, Berkeley in 1983 and his Juris 
Doctorate Degree from Hastings College 
of the Law in 1986. He was admitted to 
the California State Bar in 1986. He is also 
admitted to practice law before the Federal 
Court, Northern District of California, and the 
Supreme Court of the United States. In 1987 
he was sworn in as a Deputy District Attorney 
for Santa Clara County. He is in charge of 
the Child Exploitation Unit. As a community 
prosecutor, he works closely with elected 
officials, police officers, community leaders, 
school administrators, probation officers and 
community based organizations (CBOs) to 
suppress and prevent gang violence. He has 
taught trial practice courses at Santa Clara 
University Law School. He is also an instructor 
at the San Jose Police Academy.

John H. Motley 
John H. Motley is a partner with Jane Beup 
in the Hartford-based capacity building 
firm of MotleyBeup. Clients include Girl 
Scouts, the YWCA, Urban League, Salvation 
Army, Catholic Charities and the Boys & 
Girls Club. He was formerly President of the 
Travelers Foundation. John has held senior 
level positions at Travelers and Chemical 
Bank (now JPMorgan Chase) in claims, real 
estate finance, workout, and law. Motley 
is the Chairman of the Hartford School 
Building Committee. He is a Trustee of the 
Connecticut State University system and is a 
past President of the Wadsworth Athenaeum 
Museum of Art and the Amistad Center for 
Art, and is the immediate past Chairman of 
the American Civil War Center in Richmond, 
Va. A three time marathoner, he is a former 
board member of the Greater Hartford 
Marathon Foundation. John is a graduate of 
Southern Illinois University, DePaul University 
School of Law, Stanford University Senior 
Executive Program, and the Officer Candidate 
School at Ft. Benning, Georgia. He was the 
Grand Marshall of the 2004 Connecticut 
Veterans Day Parade and is a decorated 
Vietnam veteran.

Kabir Muhammad 
Kabir Muhammad is a Site Coordinator for 
Operation Weed & Seed – St. Louis. He 
has been providing services to residential 
neighborhoods in crime reduction and 
behavior modification strategies relating to 
gangs, drugs, violence, character education 
and youth development for over 12 years. He 
is a Certified Gang Specialist with training 
in gang identification and abatement, drug 
identification, and aggression replacement 
therapy. He is also certified to deliver a variety 
of gang prevention, violence prevention and 
substance abuse prevention model programs. 
Mr. Muhammad is the CEO of the National 
Cultural Awareness Foundation, Inc. and the 
proprietor of Positive Alternatives for Youth.

Rosalind Murray 
Ms. Murray is a seasoned professional with 
over twenty years’ experience in management 
and strategic planning. Her current position 
is a member of the staff of the Palm Beach 
County Criminal Justice Commission. As a 
staff member, of this county-funded think tank 
on criminal justice issues, she works directly 
with programs linked to crime prevention such 
as Weed and Seed. Her most fulfilling work 
is in community economic development and 
downtown development. She co-authored, a 
booklet, Development without Displacement 
which served as a model for urban areas. 
She is currently Countywide Coordinator for 
Palm Beach County Weed and Seed, where 
she assists five local Weed and Seed efforts in 
reaching their maximum potential.

Adam Murphy 
Adam Murphy is the Weed and Seed Site 
Coordinator for the City of Lafayette, Indiana. 
He has 8 years of non-profit housing and 
community organizing experience, in addition 
to 2 years experience with Weed and Seed. 
He currently manages 4 supportive housing 
programs in Lafayette for a re-entry problem 
solving court, parolees, the chronically 
homeless, and domestic violence victims, as 
well as prior experience with a sex-offender 
problem solving court. He is a Masters of 
Science candidate at the School of Community 
Economic Development at Southern 
New Hampshire University. He is also a 
graduate of Indiana’s Permanent Supportive 
Housing Institute.
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Leslie Nesbitt 
As a trainer and consultant, Leslie Nesbitt’s 
primary goal is to assist organizations, 
businesses, individuals and teams to discern 
a “good” idea from a “Great” one, and give 
them practical tools to implement their vision. 
With extensive on-the-ground community 
development experience, Leslie brings to 
the table a practical understanding of the 
issues and challenges faced by today’s cross-
functional community collaborative teams. 
Under her keen eye, organizations gain deep 
knowledge and appreciation for opportunities, 
possibilities, and the dynamics needed to 
develop innovations for the future.

Carolyn Neylan 
Carol Neylan is a program manager at the 
U.S. Department of Justice for the Community 
Capacity Development Office (CCDO). She 
manages CCDO programs in Arizona, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. Ms. 
Neylan serves as CCDO’s point of contact 
for the Drug Education for Youth program, 
which partners with the Department of 
Navy’s Drug Demand Reduction program, a 
comprehensive, multiphase drug prevention 
program for children ages nine to twelve. 
Ms. Neylan began her government career as 
the law enforcement coordinator for the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the District of Delaware, 
where for twelve years she was responsible 
for designing and coordinating training for 
federal, state, and local law enforcement 
agencies, in addition to working with Weed 
and Seed since 1992.

Kendra Nunes 
Detective Kendra Nunes has been employed 
by the San Jose Police Department since 
1992 where she began as a 911 call taker 
and radio dispatcher. In 2000, she became 
a police officer and has worked in patrol, 
family violence, Background Investigations, 
and Assaults. Detective Nunes is currently 
assigned to the Child Exploitation Detail/
Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task 
Force. She provides Internet Safety Training 
to schools, parent groups, and other law 
enforcement agencies as part of her duties 
in the ICAC Task Force. Detective Nunes is 
married with three young children, and enjoys 
traveling the world.

Alyson Parham 
Alyson Parham is president of Partec 
Consulting Group, Inc. Over the past twenty-
five years, Ms. Parham has provided project 
management, consulting and training to faith/
community-based organizations, foundations, 
universities, and government agencies. Key 
services include capacity-building to small/
emerging nonprofits, strategic and business 
planning, organizational assessments, 
proposal writing and group facilitation. Ms. 
Parham holds a bachelor’s and master’s 
degree in Economics. She is a member of the 
Institute of Management Consultants, National 
Center on Nonprofit Enterprise, Donors Forum 
and the Alliance for Nonprofit Management.

Craig Patches 
Craig Patches is the iTN Development and 
Support Manager for the National Urban 
Technology Center in New York, NY. He 
designs, develops, and manages training 
solutions through a variety of media and 
delivery systems ranging from book-based 
certificate completion programs to web-
based interactive training. Craig provides 
technical assistance and training services 
for professional educators in the New York 
City and Newark Public School systems for 
developing their in-school and after-school 
programs, and with various other suburban 
and rural schools. He also works with 
community-based volunteers and Department 
of Justice personnel on various program and 
training initiatives.

Robert Poikey 
Robert Poikey is the Law Enforcement 
Manager for the US Attorney’s Office in the 
Eastern District of Michigan. In this capacity 
he oversees the law enforcement Initiatives 
as well as numerous community outreach 
programs mandated by the Department of 
Justice. As a result of his leadership, he 
has received several awards. Robert holds 
a Graduate Degree in Criminology. He is a 
member of the Michigan Association of Chiefs 
of Police and the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police. In addition to his position 
with the US Attorney’s Office, he is an Adjunct 
Professor at the University of Detroit.
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Carol Quiller 
Ms. Quiller attended Tennessee State 
University in Nashville, TN. She has over 
20 years of experience with the Internal 
Revenue Service and is currently a Senior 
Tax Analyst with the Wage & Investment 
Division, within the Stakeholder, Partnerships, 
Education and Communication Function. She 
specializes in research and the development 
of partnerships within educational institutions 
and government entities to reach low to 
middle income taxpayers. Ms. Quiller provides 
outreach and education to organizations that 
have a constituency of low and middle income 
taxpayers about the services and benefits 
that Internal Revenue Service offers.

Louisa M. Quittman 
Louisa Quittman is the Director of 
Community Programs for the U.S. Department 
of the Treasury. She is responsible for 
initiatives to expand access to the financial 
mainstream and provide financial education 
opportunities for low- and moderate-
income Americans. Her duties include the 
management of the Community Financial 
Access Pilot and the regional conferences 
on Reaching Unbanked People for the 
Financial Literacy and Education Commission. 
Previously, Ms. Quittman was Program 
Manager at the Community Development 
Financial Institutions Fund.

Cory D. Randolph 
Cory D. Randolph has been with the United 
States Department of Justice, Office of Justice 
Programs, Community Capacity Development 
Office (CCDO) since 2004 as a Grant Program 
Manager. During such time, he has overseen 
CCDO’s programs in several states including: 
Colorado, Illinois, Maryland, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, and Virginia. Mr. Randolph 
is CCDO’s subject matter expert in Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) as well as the federal youth mentor 
for the next generation of leaders who attend 
CCDO’s Weed and Seed Youth Leadership 
Camp with the Center for Neighborhood 
Enterprise (CNE).

Naomi Randolph 
Naomi A. Folami Randolph is a consultant 
and trainer in the areas organizational 
development, program development, strategic 

planning, leadership development, community 
building and organizing, diversity, and 
organizational coaching. Ms. Randolph’s firm, 
Insight Consulting Services, has worked with 
grassroots organizations, faith-based groups, 
community development organizations, 
small businesses, corporations, and local 
and federal government entities. Insight 
was founded on the principles of helping 
organizations hold fast to their organizational 
vision in order to facilitate social change for 
society as a whole.

Terry Ratigan 
Terry Ratigan, Senior Consultant, National 
Federation of Community Development 
Credit Unions, manages CU Breakthrough 
Consulting, which includes technical 
assistance for Individual Development 
Accounts (IDAs) under a subcontract with 
DHHS/OCS/Assets for Independence (AFI). 
He has coordinated technical assistance for 
the CCDO pilot to promote homeownership 
IDAs in Weed and Seed sites across the 
country, worked as a senior manager for 
CARE in Bangladesh and Mozambique; and, 
as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Sierra Leone. 
Terry holds a B.A. in Economics and History 
from the University of Virginia, and Masters 
in Public Policy from the Kennedy School of 
Government at 
Harvard University.

Wayne E. Rawlins 
Wayne E. Rawlins, a community justice and 
community economic development consultant, 
has assisted hundreds of communities 
nationwide in developing and implementing 
successful community revitalization, anti-
gang, and ex-offender reentry strategies. 
Rawlins co-authored, Planning for Reentry: 
The 2004 South Florida Reentry Summit, 
published by The Urban Institute, which has 
been used by jurisdictions across the country 
as a tool for developing comprehensive 
multi-agency ex-offender reentry plans. His 
works have been highlighted in national and 
international conferences and publications. 
Moreover, Rawlins is an adjunct professor at 
Southern New Hampshire University’s School 
of Community Economic Development Master 
of Science Program.
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Luke Reynolds 
Luke W. Reynolds is Chief of Outreach & 
Program Development at the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation in Washington, DC. He 
manages community development-related 
projects, including the FDIC’s financial 
education program, Money Smart. In addition 
to serving on the editorial board for FDIC 
Consumer News, Mr. Reynolds manages staff 
who work on other initiatives and research 
projects. Earlier, he was the FDIC’s Community 
Affairs Specialist in Southern California. Mr. 
Reynolds has authored or contributed to 
numerous research and other publications, is 
a Commissioned Bank Compliance examiner, 
and a licensed attorney in California and the 
District of Columbia.

Karen Rogers 
Karen Rogers is the Director of Weed and 
Seed in Atlanta, Georgia. She has been 
affiliated with the Weed and Seed program for 
over 11 years. In this position, she interacts 
professionally to resolve issues related to the 
adversities of poverty and crime in Atlanta’s 
neighborhoods and brings together people 
and resources that result in healthy and 
stable environments. Karen provides new 
ideas and approaches to community building, 
project management and the investment 
of resources. She has been instrumental in 
leading effective strategies throughout the 
City of Atlanta.

Mitchell Roth 
Mitch came to Hawaii in 1983 to attend 
the University of Hawaii at Manoa. After 
graduating with a B.A., Mitch worked as an 
English teacher in Japan and then attended 
Whittier Law School in Los Angeles. After 
graduating with a Jurist Doctorate, he 
returned to Hawaii to become a Deputy 
Prosecuting Attorney with the City and 
County of Honolulu. As a Deputy, he assisted 
in the development of a community oriented 
prosecution program for the City and 
County of Honolulu and became the first 
community oriented prosecutor in the State 
of Hawaii. He is a recipient of the Honolulu 
Prosecuting Attorney’s Award of Excellence. 
As a founding member of the Community 
Coalition for Neighborhood Safety, Mitch and 
the Coalition is committed to improving the 

quality of life in Hawaii. In 1998, he became a 
Deputy Prosecutor and Community Oriented 
Prosecutor in Hawaii County. He currently 
works with the Asset Forfeiture Program, the 
Community Oriented Prosecution project, and 
has been designated as a Special Assistant 
United States Attorney

Daniel Ryan
Daniel Ryan joined the Dallas City Attorney’s 
office in 2008. He is committed to the 
proactive use of the law to implement 
community-based resolutions to quality of 
life problems. He is dedicated to serving 
the community through creative dispute 
resolution and facilitative community 
interaction to strengthen communities. 
Additionally, Mr. Ryan files civil litigation on 
behalf of the City against property owners 
who are not maintaining their properties in 
compliance with minimum housing standards, 
with zoning ordinances or for nuisance 
abatement. Mr. Ryan is also on the team 
which files lawsuits seeking the demolition 
of dilapidated and substandard vacant 
structures in the City of Dallas. Prior to 
joining the City of Dallas, Mr. Ryan was in-
house counsel for a residential home builder 
with first-hand knowledge of proper building 
techniques and construction standards. Mr. 
Ryan was a solo practitioner in Dallas for 
several years as well as a litigation associate 
with a midsized personal injury firm in 
East Texas.

Mark Sakaley 
Mark Sakaley is a Senior Policy Advisor for 
the Community Capacity Development Office 
(CCDO). In this capacity he oversees the 
implementation of training and technical 
assistance projects to Weed and Seed 
communities focused on gangs, technology 
and GIS mapping. He also coordinates data 
calls, develops policy documents and authors 
briefing papers for CCDO. He holds a Master 
in Public Administration (MPA) degree 
with concentrations in economics, public-
private sector partnerships and technology 
transfer from the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard University.
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Joan M. Scanlon 
Joan M. Scanlon is Site Coordinator for 
Weed and Seed of Upper Darby Township. 
She has successfully organized the Weed 
and Seed initiative and the DEFY program in 
Upper Darby Township. Scanlon earned an 
undergraduate degree in Liberal Studies and 
Masters in Criminal Justice, concentration 
Domestic Violence from Widener University. 
She was previously an Enforcement Officer 
for child support and a Criminal Court 
Advocate for domestic violence victims. 
Currently she facilitates domestic violence 
anger management courses and classes for 
UD School students involved in school fights. 
She serves on several boards concerned with 
quality of life issues for Upper Darby Township 
residents.

Charles Sczuroski 
Charles Sczuroski is the Senior Trainer for 
the National Crime Prevention Council. 
Mr. Sczuroski has extensive experience 
in developing curricula, facilitation, and 
conducting various types of crime prevention 
training all over the country for diverse 
audiences. Currently, Mr. Sczuroski conducts 
the gang prevention training for the 
Project Safe Neighborhoods program, basic 
and advanced Crime Prevention through 
Environmental Design, and Campus Crime 
Prevention training for the agency.

Harold E. Shinitzky 
Dr. Harold E. Shinitzky is in private practice in 
Clearwater, St. Petersburg, and Tierra Verde, 
Florida. He currently consults for several 
countries, states, counties as well as public 
schools and independent schools with the 
development, implementation and evaluation 
of adolescent prevention initiatives. He 
has been the mental health correspondent 
for Radio Disney, ABC and Fox television in 
Tampa. He is the co-author of, Ten Things 
Someone Should Have Taught You By Now. Dr. 
Shinitzky was the Director of the Assessment/
Intervention Team (AIT) Prevention Services 
at the Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine, Department of Pediatrics. He is 
on the national advisory board to Drug Free 
America, The Learning Partnership, and the 
Applied Institute of Forensic Psychology. 

While at Johns Hopkins, he was the mental 
health correspondent for the ABC Baltimore, 
Maryland, “Fast Forward”. Shinitzky also 
served as a member of the Committee on 
Women and Minorities at the Johns Hopkins 
University.

Brenda Simpson 
Brenda Simpson is the Nuisance Coordinator 
of the Management Assistance Program 
for the 26th ward in the City of St. Louis. 
In this role, Ms. Simpson assists residents 
and community groups to address problem 
properties and nuisance conditions in 
their neighborhoods. She has an extensive 
experience in community organizing and 
working with various public service entities 
in the community including city agencies, 
the public schools and all levels of law 
enforcement. Ms. Simpson is also actively 
involved in several neighborhood development 
organizations.

Harold G. Smith 
Mr. Harold G. Smith was born in New Jersey. 
He entered Military Service in 1974 and 
served for 27 years in the US Army, retiring 
as a Command Sergeant Major. The military 
provided worldwide travel opportunities for 
Smith. Mr. Smith has been married for 37 
years, and has 4 children and 3 grandchildren. 
He moved to Corpus Christi after the military 
and has been working for the City of Corpus 
Christi ever since. He currently is the Director 
of the Weed and Seed Program for the City of 
Corpus Christi. 

Valerie Sparks 
Valorie Sparks is a Unit Supervisor with the 
State of Missouri’s Department of Corrections’ 
Board of Probation and Parole. Ms. Sparks has 
vast knowledge and experience in community 
based supervision strategies that have been 
piloted in Weed and Seed neighborhoods. 
These include an enhanced supervision 
program that partners with the local police 
force and a resident-based Neighborhood 
Accountability Board that meets with and 
counsels individuals on supervision in their 
neighborhoods.
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Paul Steiner 
Paul Steiner is the Senior Policy Advisor for 
Crime Prevention at the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance (BJA). He is responsible for all 
policies, programs and grants for crime 
prevention. In 1998, he began to develop 
responses to the accelerating increase 
in vacant properties, many of which were 
products of mortgage fraud. He now is the 
lead BJA Policy Advisor on mortgage fraud 
and problem vacant properties. He has been 
with the Department of Justice for over 
25 years where he managed programs in 
delinquency prevention. He also worked in 
juvenile corrections for Virginia, Maryland, 
and the District of Columbia.

Sue Stine 
Sue Stine, Senior Manager for Dissemination 
and Coalition Relations at CADCA’s National 
Coalition Institute, manages publication 
development including the Institute’s popular 
Primer Series focusing on SAMHSA’s Strategic 
Prevention Framework and the Beyond the 
Basics Series. She also directs the Institute’s 
Web presence, including blogging and 
overseeing a social network for community 
leaders, http://connectedcommunities.ning.
com. Prior to joining CADCA, she worked with 
the Academy for Educational Development in 
Washington, D.C., where she edited a print 
newsletter for the White House Office of 
National Drug Control Policy’s National 
Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign. Sue holds 
a B.A. in Journalism from the Pennsylvania 
State University.

Theresa R. Stoop 
Theresa R. Stoop was named Special Agent 
in Charge of the Baltimore Field Division, 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF) in December 2008. She 
has 24 years of experience as one of ATF’s 
key leaders. The Baltimore Field Division, 
comprising Maryland and Delaware, focuses 
its resources on combating violent criminal 
gangs and organizations, sharing information 
and intelligence with its investigative partners 
and has more than 70 special agents and 
industry operations investigators. Prior to this 
appointment, Stoop was the Deputy Assistant 
Director for Training and Professional 
Development at ATF’s National Headquarters 
in Washington, D.C. 

Beckah Terlouw 
Beckah Terlouw has been working with youth 
for over a decade. She has a background in 
program development and implementation, 
focused on leadership, community 
involvement, civic engagement and career 
exploration. Ms. Terlouw is a firm believer 
in youth empowerment and has worked with 
young people in urban, rural and suburban 
settings, as well as organizations including: 
Boys and Girls Clubs, Urban Institute for 
Contemporary Arts, KIPP Colorado Schools, 
La Puente Home, NeighborWorks America, 
AmeriCorps and West Ottawa Public Schools. 
Currently, Ms. Terlouw works for Colorado 
Coalition for Girls. She holds an MPA in 
Nonprofit Management, a BA in Sociology.

Bruce Vander Sanden 
Bruce has been the Central Cedar Rapids 
Weed and Seed Site Coordinator since 
receiving official recognition in June 2004.  
He is a Division Manager for the 6th Judicial 
District Department of Correctional Services 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He oversees the 
High Risk Unit, the Sex Offender program, 
Workforce Development, and Prison Re-
entry. He has worked in community-based 
corrections for 20 years and recently received 
his Masters in Criminal Justice. He is an 
adjunct instructor at Mt Mercy College in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Geroma Void 
Geroma Void received her undergraduate 
degree in Criminal Justice from the University 
of Maryland Eastern Shore and a Master’s 
degree in Criminal Justice Administration 
from Coppin State College in Baltimore, MD. 
She came to the Office of Justice Programs 
in 1996 as a Grant Program Specialist for 
the Bureau of Justice Assistance. In 2000, 
Geroma transferred to the Executive Office 
for Weed and Seed, currently known as the 
Community Capacity Development Office 
(CCDO). Geroma has been the CCDO Training 
Officer since the September of 2004.  In this 
capacity she coordinates the implementation 
of training and technical assistance to Weed 
and Seed communities, focused on community 
engagement and resident leadership.  
She is also responsible for managing and 
organizing CCDO’s regional and national level 
conferences.
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Beverly Ward 
Beverly Ward served six years as site 
coordinator for the Weed and Seed strategy 
in Salisbury/Wicomico County, MD and is 
currently a program monitor for federal grant 
funds that support law enforcement and gang 
reduction strategies, after school programs, 
and prevention initiatives in Wicomico County. 
These funds are managed through Wicomico 
Partnership for Families and Children, the 
local management board (LMB) for Wicomico 
County, a department of Wicomico County 
Government. She has been with the LMB 
for the past ten years and prior to that had 
a 10-year history in fund development and 
grants management for a national non-profit 
organization. She is also an instructor on 
grants management at Wor Wic Community 
College in Salisbury, Maryland.

Tawana Waugh 
Tawana Waugh is a Policy Analyst with 
the Office of Community Oriented Policing 
Services (COPS Office). She works with law 
enforcement and community groups to help 
them address issues that are critical to 
advancing community policing. Ms. Waugh 
has 20 years of experience in customer 
service, marketing and program management. 
Currently, a Policy Analyst in the Partnership 
Development Division, it is her responsibility 
to find, develop and enhance collaborations 
with non-traditional COPS audiences. As the 
Senior Intergovernmental and Public Liaison 
Specialist, Ms. Waugh was COPS’ liaison for 
national, state and local intergovernmental 
organizations, elected officials, and law 
enforcement organizations.

Tim White 
Tim White has over 35 years of experience 
in working with teens and families. He has 
traveled across the US and around the world 
as a workshop facilitator. Currently, he works 
for the Huntington, WV Police Department as 
the Weed and Seed Program Coordinator. 
He serves as the president of the Cabell 
County Substance Abuse Prevention 
Partnership, is a member of the Cabell County 
Youth Violence Prevention Partnership 
and The Cabell County Tobacco Prevention 
Coalition. He serves on the Governor’s 
committee for High School Drop-Out 
Prevention and the Governor’s Commission 
on National and Community Service.

Michael E. Zagury 
Michael E. Zagury, MPA, is principal officer 
of MJZagury & Associates LLC, a Risk and 
Resource Management consulting firm. He 
has 35 years of public service with police, fire, 
and emergency medical services. He holds a 
Master’s Degree in Public Administration and 
graduated from the FBI National Academy, 
Quantico, Virginia. Mike is a consultant/
trainer with FBI National Academy, Quantico, 
Virginia, USDOJ, Office of Justice Programs, 
Office of the Chief Financial Officer, the 
Bureau of Justice Assistance, Behavioral 
Research and Training Institute of University 
of Medicine of NJ, New Jersey Regional 
Community Policing Institute, numerous state, 
local and tribal governments and non-profits.

Jim Zepp 
Mr. Zepp, Training and Technical Assistance 
Director, Justice Research and Statistics 
Association, has frequently spoken at national 
conferences on information technology and 
program evaluation issues He has consulted 
on a range of automation needs and data 
applications. A current project is the 
continued development of the US DOJ’s Weed 
and Seed Initiative’s Data Center Website 
that features annual GPRA data, interactive 
maps, demographics, and evaluation studies 
for over 300 local sites. He previously worked 
for the Virginia Department of Criminal 
Justice Services and two local United Ways. 
His background includes work with regional 
planning, human services, environmental, and 
neighborhood agencies.
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Center for Community Safety of Winston-Salem State University 
Joanne Davidson
davidsonj@wssu.edu

The Center for Community Safety (CCS) of Winston-Salem State University is a resource for 
communities working to develop strategic and collaborative approaches to safety and violence 
reduction. The CCS actively delivers training and technical assistance for communities locally, 
statewide, and nationally in community justice issues and in building community capacity to reduce 
crime and build stable neighborhoods. 

The Community Capacity Development Office has partnered with the CCS for the provision of 
training and technical assistance to sites in the 2009 Juvenile Crime Prevention Initiative, the 
2008 Reentry Public Safety Initiative, the Weed and Seed/AmeriCorps*VISTA Reentry Initiative, as 
well as to other Weed and Seed sites that have a reentry focus. 

The CCS’s training and technical assistance has included: guidance to sites for effective partnerships, 
facilitation of meetings, peer-to-peer linkages, on-line resources, reentry webinars, promotion of 
partnerships among federal initiatives, resource development, and advocacy for Weed and Seed 
programs, among others. The CCS also completed a case study on four sites with which it has worked, 
highlighting the practices and efforts that contributed to reentry successes in the community. 

In addition to training and technical assistance, the CCS also shapes, executes, and re-evaluates 
public safety-related research, policy, and action for success. 

Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America - CADCA 
membership@cadca.org

CADCA works on behalf of over 5,000 community coalitions across the country to realize its mission 
of building and maintaining safe, healthy, drug-free communities. CADCA has become the principal 
national substance abuse prevention organization working with community-based coalitions and 
representing their interests at the National level. Community coalitions can connect multiple sectors 
of the community. By acting in concert through the coalition, the partners gain a more complete 
understanding of the community’s problems. Together, the partners organize and develop plans and 
programs to coordinate their anti-drug efforts. The results is a comprehensive, community-wide 
approach to substance abuse and its related problems. Learn more at: www.cadca.org.

Reality Check Program 
Joseph F. Reilly
info@realitycheckprogram.org

Lawrence Lawton was born and raised in New York City. He spent six years in the United States 
Coast Guard. It was following this stint in the Coast Guard that his life began to change - for the 
worst. He proceeded to make some bad choices that led him to associate with organized crime 
members. It was these associations, and other bad choices he made in his life, that ultimately 
cost him his freedom. He was arrested and convicted of racketerring. He would spend the next 11 
years of his life in some of the toughest prisons in the country. Today, after leaving his New York 
lifestyle behind him, Mr. Lawton is a Certified Paralegal with a passion for helping teens around the 
country. Mr. Lawton founded and developed the Reality Check Program featured on his DVD and live 
presentations. During the program, you hear Mr. Lawton’s story - how he lost his time, his family, 
his freedom. Through pictures and stories, you see what prison is REALLY like and how a teen and 
young adult teen can avoid making the same mistakes he made.
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JRSA - Weed and Seed Data Center 
Matthew Perkins
mperkins@jrsa.org

The Justice Research and Statistics Association (JRSA) is a national nonprofit organization of state 
Statistical Analysis Center (SAC) directors, researchers, and practitioners throughout government, 
academia, and criminal justice organizations. Working with CCDO, JRSA provides assistance 
with assessment and evaluation activities by CCDO and local sites, GPRA reporting, and content 
development and maintenance for the Weed and Seed Data Center (www.weedandseed.info).

The National Urban Technology Center, Inc. 
Tom Bransford
tbransford@urbantech.org

Urban Tech will be reviewing its technology related offerings for use by Weed & Seed Sites.

	 • �The iTN Interactive Training Network, a free, online system sponsored by CCDO to 
connect, train and support Weed and Seed Site Coordinators is available to all members 
of the Weed and Seed Community as they implement their community strategies. It 
provides all registered users with the benefit of instant access to online networks of 
interactive resources and peer to peer information sharing, which helps build and 
increase community capacity for long-term sustainability.

	 • �Financial Literacy courses and strategies to complement VITA programs (Earned Income 
Tax Credit) will also be demonstrated and reviewed.

	 • �Strategic on-line Youth Life Skills programs that engage youth ages 10-19 to build 
problem-solving and critical thinking skills that are necessary for success in school, on 
the street, in the workplace and complement anti-gang programs for youth.

	 • �Workforce Development programs and curriculum that enable Weed & Seed sites to 
provide the proper skills to underemployed and out-of-work residents to increase their 
employability for the 21st Century.

Neighborworks® America 
Lucy Rosario
lrosario@nw.org

NeighborWorks America creates opportunities for people to live in affordable homes, improve their 
lives and strengthen their communities.
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Hyatt Regency Baltimore 
On The Inner Harbor 
DIRECTIONS

From Baltimore Washington International Airport (12 miles): Take I-295 North 

Baltimore-Washington Pkwy. I-295 becomes Russell Street (Oriole Park is on right). 

Turn right on Pratt Street. Proceed six blocks to Light Street and turn right.  

Hotel is ½-block on right.
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